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I. NCONDITIONAL Election 
makes the infinitely juſt and good 
Being ſo unreaſonably partial, that it 
ought never to be received but upon the 
cleareſt Proof, and undeniable Teſtimony, 
Doubtful Texts (I mean thoſe whoſe Meaning 
ſeems doubtful) are by no means ſufficient 
to eſtabliſh a Point of this Importance : 
Eſpecially if the | Interpertation given of 
theſe Texts contradicts other and more plain 
Paſſages: And much leſs are they ſuffici- 
ent when the Interpretation of them evi- 
dently contraditts the whole Scope and Tenor of 
Scripture, a 
2. In this Caſe, a Man ought (ſuppoſing 
it would bear no other Explanation) rather to 
reſect a particular Text, than to give way 
to the horrid Notion, that the Spirit of Gop 
could diftate Contradictions. And the rather 
ſtill, when the main of what is generally ſup- 
poled to be his Diclation muſt be deemed fal/e, 
in order to make May for a ſmall Part, which 
is ſunpoled to be ungueſtionable Verity. f 
2 As 
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2. As to the Predeſtinarians ſaying, they 
can © reconcile unconditional Election to all 
Parts of Scripture ; *? it is a notorious Miſtake. 
They may quibble and quirk and eat out every 
Text in the Bible by forced Comments 3. (tho 
perhaps they will not be able to reconcile one 
Part of their cwn Scheme with another, much 
leſs with the divine Altributes:) but they can 
never reconcile ab/o/ute Election with the pre- 
ſent Bible. Indeed, if we will give them leave 
to cut and mangle and tranſlate as they pleaſe, 
they may, for ought I know, make ſomething 
or nothing of it before they have done. But if 
we take the Bible as it lies, they can no more 
(upon their Hypotheſis) make it conſiſtent with 
itſelf, than the Words and Actions of a Man 
ſtark Mad, can be proved conſiſtent with Rea- 
ſon and ſound Sense. 

4. Two Things we ought to require in every 
Theologica Tenet before we aſſent to it That 
it be ſcriptural and rational, If it be unſcrip- 
tural (inconſiſtent with the Tenor of Scripture) 
we ought at all Hazards to reje# it; and if 
it be irrational (contrary to unbiaſed Reaſon) 
it is certain it cannot be true. I do not mean 
that there are no Things in Scripture that are 
above or ſuperior to our preſent rational Pos 
ers, or that theſe are not true in them/elves ; 
but if any Tenet can be proved to be contrary 
to righi Reaſon, or which comes to the ſame, 
to the whole Scope and Tenor of Scripture 
(which is a precious Tranſcript of divine, un- 
erring Reaſon) it is evident the Tenet itſelf is 
falſe, 
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5. Let us examine unconditional Election 
by the(: two Marks enly, and ſee if it be not 
both irrational and unſcriptural. 

Firſt, Let us ſee if unconditional Election 
be not highly irrational. 

tft, What can be more irreconcilable to Reaſon, 


than that all Men being egua/ly fallen by the 


Fault of another, God ſhould wnconditionally 
ele& /onre to everlaſting Life, leaving the 9 
thers only a bare Pgſſibility of Salvation? Or 
decree 77re/i/tably to ſave ſome, leaving the o- 
thers to the /eedom of their own Choice? In- 
deed, had ſome finned wore, ſome Jeſs, in 
their own Perſons, there had been ſome Rea- 
lon for a Difference; but as it is, all the Men 
in the World, can never diveſt ſuch an Elec— 
tion of Unrea/onableneſs. 

2dly. Is it not inconſiſtent with infinite Good- 
#2/s ? Goodnels infinite mult equally regard the 
tohole, and every Individual Member; but 
to chuſe by Caprice is rather to be creaturcly 
Partial than inſinitely Grad, To be infinitely 
Good to ſome on, is not to be good to others. 


gdly. Is it not ixconſiſtent with infinite * 


Trſtice ? To chuſe ſome unconditionally, and 
then to act zrre/tably upon them, is to chuſe 
partially, and then to deſtroy Man's Freedom 
of Choice, * which ſurely is not the moſt con- 
ſiſtent with Juſtice, as it is dragging Men to Hea- 
ven like Stocks and Stones ! It alſo renders it im- 
poſſible to reward Men according to their Works, 
Rev xx1, 12, fince if theſe Men have no 
Fower to u God, there is no room to re- 
ward hem for chuſing what they could not avid. 


Mat. xxii. 3. xXill, 37. John v. 40, Heb. xii. 25. 
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Infinite Juſtice admits of no Partiality or 
Deviation ; But unconditional Election implies 
Deviation and Partiality : Therefore uncon- 
ditional Election is inconfiſtent with infinite 
Juſtice. 
6. Secondly, Let us ſee, if unconditional E- 
lection is not altogether unſcriptural. 
iſt, If it be not contrary to poſitive Aſſer- 
tion, Mat. xvii. 11. The Son of Man is come 
to ſave (equally) that which is left. John i. 29. 
Behold the Laub of God which taketh away the 
Sin of the World. Ch. ii. 17. God fent his Son 
into the Nord that the Warld (every ec 
equaily) hre him might be ſaved. Ch. xii. 
1 came not (now) to judge the World, In. 70 


ſave the World. 2 Cor. v. 14. Ve thus j judge, 


that one died for all, 1 Tim. ii 6. Chriſt 7ejus, 
who gave himjelf a Ranſom for all. Heb. ii. 9. 
That he might taſte Death for every Man, 1 
Tim. it. 4. God willeth (equally) all Men to be 


ſaved, 2 Pet. ui. 9. The Lord is willing that 


all ſbauld come to Repentance. 1 John 11. 2. He 
is the Propitiation for the Sin of the World. 
7, If Chriſt had not died equally for ail; and 


God not been equally willing that all ſhould be 


ſaved, there had been ſome Reſtriction or Li- 
mitation in theſe poſitive Aſſertions: But as 
there is u Reſtriction, it is plain, Chriſt died 


equally for all, and God is equally willing that, 
all ſhould be ſaved : For God is no Reſpecter of 
Perſons, Acts x. 34. There is no Reſpett of 


Perſons with him. 1 Pet. i. 17. And be that 
reſpefeth Perſons commits Sin, James ii. 9, But 


if Partiality is a Sin in a Creature, would it 


be leſs do in the Creator : 


(6) 

8. 2dly. If it be not contrary to the whole 
Tencr of the Goſpel. Its Invitations are general, 
Its Commands general, Its Conditions ge- 
neral. Its Cautions general. Its Threatnings 

eneral. And even after Men have believed, 
its Cautions againſt falling away are general. 
There is not the leaſt Hint of ſome being un- 
conditionally favoured above others. Therefore 
the Salvation of the wHoLE is conditional, or 
the Salvation of no one INDIVIDUAL is, Ei- 
ther there is 0 Gop, or he is equally (ante- 
cedently) good to all. To make him partial, 
1s to deſtroy his Being, He either does not 
exiſt, or he is infinitely perſecl. 

9. Not that I would aflert, that Gop affords 
all Men equal Light, or Opportunities of know- 
ing the Truth; or equal temporal Advantages, 
No: Nor is the Thing to be expected. Gop 
has his Times and Seaſons, for working his 
great Works upon the Earih And one Di/- 
pen/ation makes Way for another. Sometimes 
his Preſence is more viſibly diſplayed in one, 
ſometimes in another Kingdom. He has alſo 
his chs/en or peculiar People; one while of this 
Neticn, another of hat. The Jews, Deſcen- 
dants of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and be- 
loved for the Fathers Sake. Rom. xi. 28, were 
elected to peculiar outward Privileges, They 
had allo the Law and the Prophets : But this 
Difference is plain. No one that reads the 
Scriptures can poſſibly avoid ſeeing it. And 
if unconditional Election to eternal Life was 
true, it would be as manifeſtly viſible in the New 
T-jtamen', as the Difference between Jews and 
G-niiles is in the Old. Yet notwithſtanding 
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theſe Advantages of the ]/raelites,, they were 
ſo far from being unconditionally elected to 
Salvation, that the far greater Part of thoſe that 
came out of Egypt with Meſes, and of thoſe in 
the Days of our Saviour, periſhed in their Sins. 
Heb. iii. 11. $9 ſware in my Wrath, They 
ſhall not enter into my Reſt. That is, into 
Heaven, of which Canaan was only a Type, 
Ch. iv. 2. For unto us hath the Goſpel baen 
preached, as well as unto them; but the Word 
beard did not prefit them, not being mixt with 
Faito in thoſe that heard. John vin. 24. Ye 
Hall die in your Sins. And the greater Part did, 
and periſhed by the Reman Sword, And the 
believing Gentiles were elected, or choſen God's 
2celiar People, in the Room of the unbeliev- 
ing Jſraelites. Acts xii. 46. Then Paul and Bar- 
nabas ſaid, it was necefſary, that the Word of 
God ſhould firſt be ſpcken to you : But ſeeing you 
put it from you, and judge yourſelves unworthy 
of everlaſting Life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. 

10. But tho? all Men have not equa] Light, 
and Opportunities of knowing the Truth, Sc. 
yet all have an Offer of Salvation (either with or 
without the Written Word) and a Power of 
accepting held out to them. For Chriſt is the 
Light that lizhteth every Man that cometh into 
the World, John i. 9. And, in every Nation, 
he that feareth God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
is accepted of him, Acts x. 35. 

And altho*Gop has his Times and Seaſons for 
ſhewing Mercy, yet they are all conſiſtent with 
the higheſt Degree of /mpartiality and infinite 
Juſtice. He always ſaves Men confiſtently 
with his own Attributes, and that Freedom f 


$a 
Choice Which is unalienable from reafonable 
Creatures. He chuſes none partially, that 
is uncenditionally, Mark xvi. 16. He that 
BELIEVE T A, and is baptiſed, ſball be 


faved; but he that believeth No T, ſhall 


be danmed. John iii. 46. He that believeth on 
the Son, hath everlaſting Life : And he that be- 
lieveth vor the Son, ſhall not ſee Life, but the 
WBAT Hf GodABIDETHo0n bim. And he ſaves 
none irreſiſtably, or by Force. Luke ix. 23. 
Jf any Man WILL come after me, let him deny 
himſcif. Ch. vii. 30. The Phariſees and Law- 
vers made void the Council of God AGAINST 
THEMSELVES. Ch. xi. 34, O Jeruſalem, 
Jeruſalem, bow fen would 1 have gathered thy 
Children, and E WOULD not, John v. 40, 
And ye WILL Nor come unto me, that ye may 
have Life. Ch. vii. 17, If any Man WILL bo 
Lis Will, be ſhall know of the Doctrine whether 
it be of God. Acts x. 46, Yr put it from you, 
and judge yourſelves unw.rthy of eternal Life. 
12. Beſides, theſe Conſequences neceſſarily 


follow unconditional Eledtian: Iſt. The Elect 


were in Chriſt beſere they exiſted, contrary to 
Rom. iv. 17. J have made thee a Father of 
many Nations before Ged, who quickeneth the 
Dead, and calleth theſe Things that be NoT as 
thy they wERE. Ch. ix. 25, As be ſaith alſo 
in Oſee, I will call them my People that were 
NO my People; and her Beloved, which cas 
NOT beloved. Eph. ii. 13, But ye who ſome- 
times were FAR OFF, are NOW Made NIGH by 
the Blood of Chriſi. 2 Theſl. ii. 13, God hath 


from the Beginning choſen you to Salvation thro? 


SANCTIFICATION ie SPIRIT, and B- 
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1.1zy of the TRUTH, And 1 Pet. i. 2, Elect 
thru SANCTIFICATION of the SPIRIT wnto 
OBEDIENOE. 2dly. They were juſtified be- 
fore they believed; contrary to Mark xvi. 16. 
Ile that BELIEVETH ſhall be ſaved, but be 
that beliveth vor all be damned. John iii. 
18, He that BELIEVETH 7s not condemned: 


but he that believeth noT, is condemned already. 


Rom. in. 26, 28, That he mi hi be juſt, and 
the juſtifier of him that BELIEVETH in Jeſus. 
Therefore <ve conclude, that a Man is juſtified 
by FaiTH, without the Deeds of the Law. 
Ch. ix. 31, 32, But Jſrael hath not attained to 
the Law of Righteouſneſs. Becauſe they ſought 
it not by Fai TH, Gal. ii. 16, Knowing that a Man 
ts not juſtified by the Works of the Law, but bytbe 
Fa1TH of Jeſus Cbriſt. And Ch. üi. 24, 20, 
Wherefore the Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring 
us unto Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by 
FaiTH. For ye are all the Children of God by 
FaiTn in Chriſt Jeſus, 3dly. And laſtly, 
They are Children of God while doing the Works 


of the Devil: contrary to John vii. 44, Ze 
are of your Father the Devil, and the LusTsS 


of y:ur Father ye will Do. Rom. vi. 16, 20, 
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourſelves 
Servants to OBEY, bis Servants ye ARE Whom 
ye obey; whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obe- 
dience unto Righteouſneſs ? For when ye were 
the Servants of SIN ye were FREE from Righ- 


 Feouſneſs, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, Know ye not that 


the Unrightecus ſhall nat inherit the Kingdom of 
God: Neither Fernicators, nor Idolaters, nor 
Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of 

= them- 
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themſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor 
Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extorttioners © 
Gal. vi. 7, 8, Be not deceived, God is not 


mocked : For whatever a Man ſoweth, that. 


ſhall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to the 
Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption; but he 
that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap 
Life everlaſting. And 1 John w. 8, 9, He 
that committeth Six is of the DEVIL: For this 


Purpoſe the Son of God was maniſeſied, that be 


might deſtroy the Wor ks of the Devil. Who- 
ſec ver is born of God doth not cou MI Sin. 
Theſe Conſequences are not wrung out, they 
undeniably follow from the Premiſſes. There- 
fore, if unconditional lection is true, Belze- 
bub is God of Heaven, or the Judge of all the Earib 
ig unjuſt, For this manifeſtly exhibits ſuch 
a Picture of the Supreme Being as is irrecon- 
cilable to Juſtice, Mercy, and Truth. Neither 
can Believers themſelves have any ſolid A ſſu- 
rance of being happy with ſuch a Deity; ſince the 
ſame Being that chuſes partial'y, and acts ir- 
reset ably, may aſter all his Premiſes, arbitrarily 
damn the very Ele : The one is no more in- 
conſiſtent with infinite Rectilude than the other. 
13. Upon the whole, I would aſk. every 
calm and conſiderate Eſpouſer of this Tenet, 
theſe few Queſtions. Iſt. Is it in the Bible? 
2dly. Is it conſiſtent with a State of Proba- 
tion? 3dly. May not ſome inſuperable Ol. 
Jeftions be brought from Scripture againſt it? 
4thly. Is it not of dangerous Conſequence ? Will 
not many dead, formal, fallen Profeſſors flatter 
themſelves that hey are of the elec Number? 


5thly. 
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Sthly. Does it not imply an Impoſſibility of a 
Perſon ever falling into Sin, after he has once 
believed; as it neceſſarily includes irreſiſtable 
Grace? Or, if not, does it not lay the Blame 
of his Sin upon Gop ? 6thly. Can it be re- 
conciled with the divine Perfections? Laſtly, 
Does it not make the Hible a mere jumble of 
contradictory Aﬀertions ? 

14. Scriptural Election is, 1. He that be- 
lieveth ſhall be ſaved, from the Guilt and 
Power of Sin. Rom. v. 1, Being juſtified by 
Fair H, we have Peace with God. Ch. v'. 
14, For Sin ſball not have Dou IN oN »ver 
over vou: For ye are not under the Las, but 
under GRACE, 1 John ii. 9, 10, hie ver 
is born of God doth not commrT Sin. And 
2wboſoever doth not RIGHTEOUSNESS 75 NOT 
of God. 2dly. He that endureth to the END, 
the ſame ſhall be ſaved eternally. Mat. x. 
22: - - Allo Ch. xxiv. 13. Mark xw. 13. 
Heb. iii. 6, 14, Hoſe Houſe are we, if we 
hold faſt the Confidence, and the Rejoic'ng of 
Hope firm to the END. For we are made Par- 

- zakers of Chriſt, if we hold the Beginning of our 
Confidence ſtedfaſt unto the END. Ch. vi. 11, 
12, And we deſire that every one of you do ſhew 
the ſame Diligence, to the full Aſſurance of Hope 
unto the Ex D. That ye be not ſlothful, but 
Followers of them, who through Faith and Pa- 
tience inberit the Promiſes. 1 Pet. i. 9, 13, 
Receiving the Ex D of your Faith, the Salvation 
of your Souls. Wherefore gird up the Loins of 

your 
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your Minds, be ſober, and hope to the Ex D, 
for the Grace that is to be brought unto you at 
the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. Rev. ii. 10, 29, 
Be thou faithful unto Death, and I will give 
thee a Crown of Life. And be that overcometh, 
and keepeth my Works unto the END, 10 him 
will I give Power over the Nations. 


15. The Ele# are, in a looſe Senſe, the 


Chriſtians : All Believers, Mat. xxiv. 22, 
But for the Elects Sake thoſe Days ſhall be 
ſhorined, Tit. i. 1, Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the Faith of God's Elect, 
and the acknowledging of the Truth, which 
is after Godline 1 Pet. i. 2, Kleft according 
to the Fore/:nowledge of God the Father, through 
Santi fication of the Spirit unto Obedience. In 
a more ſtrict Senſe, Th, who continue to 
walk not after the Fi, but after the Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 2, 33. Thoſe who are conformed to 
the Image of Chriſt, Ver. 29. The Faithful, 
Mat. x. 22. Ch, xxiv. 13. Mark xiii. 13. 
Rev. ii. 10, 26. | 
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